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frightened Chinese merchants and settlers who had attached
themselves, thinking that the mediator would see them safely
through the enemy lines. With their wives, children, and
baggage, the train covered many miles of road, especially
since many had no pack animals and straggled in the rear.
Many of them, too, were in a state of semi-collapse, owing to
the hardships they had undergone, and beseeched the explorer
for more " sinico " (medicine) to cure the " huo " (fire) in their
insides.

Eventually Teichman encountered the Chinese commander,
and was able to arrange a further truce. Then he travelled
on to the Yangtze with his crowd of refugees. Near Batang,
on the frontier, he found that the Yangtze flows through a
colossal canyon which rises some seven thousand feet almost
from the water's edge, and the tributary streams came cascading
down the precipices from high, ice-formed hanging valleys. At
Batang Teichman heard that fighting had begun again, and
so had to return the two hundred odd miles to Chamdo with
the Chinese terms for a final peace.

While the negotiations were proceeding he was privileged
to see the Tibetan theatrical performances in celebration of
the first day of the seventh moon. The stage was an open piece
of ground in front of the Kalon Lama's house, and the Tibetan
soldiers, who did the acting, performed from eight in the
morning until dusk. Since the players frequently refreshed
themselves with copious draughts ofchang their acting gradually
became more and more lively as the day wore on. The play
was a sort of musical comedy, and there was a good deal of
singing, dancing, and clowning. The plot was concerned with
the love affairs of a Tibetan king who had much trouble with
his two wives. The proceedings ended with a bonfire of
juniper bushes, and the presentation of parcels of tea and
barley-meal to the actors.

Teichman's next journey was to Rongbatsa, where a Chinese
and a Tibetan army were facing one another; and it was his
job to arrange a mutual withdrawal of troops. Once again he
found his caravan encumbered with a crowd of refugees, but
he managed to get safely through the fighting-lines and
arrange a withdrawal of troops. On the return journey he